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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by 
US006515721B2 (721). 

Per claim 1, 721 teaches a lighting unit comprising: a light source [16]; a light guiding 
component for guiding light emitted from the light source and emanating the light from a light 
emanating surface to an object to be illuminated [9]; a reflecting component covering at least a 
bottom surface of the light guiding component [10]; a light correction component disposed on 
the light emanating surface of the light guiding component [6-8]; and a casing for holding the 
light source, the light guiding component covered with the reflecting component, and the light 
correction component [14], wherein the casing has an opening portion in a region corresponding 
to a light emanating region of the light correction component [see figures for opening]; and the 
object to be illuminated is disposed in direct contact with an upper surface of the light 
correction component within the opening portion [the figures show the lower polarizer of the 
LC cell is in contact with the element 6]. 

Per claim 2, 721 teaches a liquid crystal display device comprising: a lighting unit 
according to claim 1; and a liquid crystal panel as an object to be illuminated disposed on a light 
emanating surface side of the lighting unit, the liquid crystal panel having a liquid crystal cell 
comprising a pair of transparent substrates with a liquid crystal layer interposed therebetween 
[SUB1,SUB2], wherein the liquid crystal panel is disposed in direct contact with a front surface 
of the light correction component within the opening portion of the casing of the lighting unit 
[see figures]. 
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Per claim 3, 721 teaches the liquid crystal display device according to claim 2, wherein 
the liquid crystal panel comprises a pair of polarizers with the liquid crystal cell interposed 
therebetween [POL1JPOL2]; and a polarizer on the lighting unit side of the pair of polarizers 
has an outer diameter smaller than an outer diameter of the opening portion of the casing [the 
POL2 is within the opening of frame 14], and directly contacts a front surface of the light 
correction component within the opening portion [see figures]. 

Per claim 4, 721 teaches the liquid crystal display device according to claim 3, wherein 
the casing has a frame-shaped edge portion protruding toward the opening portion so as to 
enclose the opening portion; and the liquid crystal cell is disposed on an upper surface of the 
edge portion [when looking at the figures, the frame extends from the left side towards the 
optical components and the LC cell sit on the top surface of the frame 14]. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 5-10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 

allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 

any intervening claims. 

Per claim 10, 721 teaches the liquid crystal display device according to claim 2, wherein 
the light guiding component is a light guiding plate [see column 6]; the light source is disposed 
along a first end face of the light guiding plate [see figure 1 and column 6]; the reflecting 
component is a reflecting sheet [reflection sheet 10]; a bottom surface of the light guiding plate, 
the first end face of the light guiding plate and the light source, and a second end face of the 
light guiding plate on which the light source is not disposed are covered with the reflecting 
sheet [see figures]; the light correction component comprises one or a plurality of light 
correction sheets [see three sheets 6-8], The prior art of record fails to teach the casing is frame- 
shaped and supports at least the bottom surface of the light guiding plate, the second end face of 
the light guiding plate, and the first end face of the light guiding plate and the light source, each 
of which is covered with the reflecting sheet. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James A. Dudek whose telephone number is 571-272-2290. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert H. Kim can be reached on 571-272-2293. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 8^2w-9d97 (toll-free). 




James^C. Dudek 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2871 



